
Benefits of recycled organics
R

ecycled O
rganics (R

O
) products are used to add

organic m
atter to soil. R

O
 products can significantly

im
prove soil and plant health, can im

prove the
establishm

ent and grow
th of plants, and also help

reduce pressures on the environm
ent by closing the

recycling loop.

Increased levels of soil organic m
atter help:

Increase soil nutrient levels;
Im

prove soil m
oisture levels;

Im
prove soil structure, aeration

and drainage;
M

oderate soil tem
peratures;

Suppress w
eeds;

R
educe erosion; and

Increase soil biological activity.

Increased soil organic m
atter contributes to soil health,

w
hich prom

otes healthy plant grow
th and healthy

gardens, and can reduce garden m
anagem

ent and
m

aintenance requirem
ents.

Recycled organics, what’s that?
A

 range of R
O

 products are m
anufactured from

com
postable organic m

aterials (garden organics,
food organics, residual w

ood and tim
ber). The

higher the R
O

 content in the product you choose,
the m

ore beneficial organic m
atter for your soil.

Products with RO content
Exam

ples of products for pot plant, garden and
landscape use w

ith R
O

 content include:
M

ulches;
Soil conditioners;
Potting m

ixes;
Landscaping and garden soils;
Low

 density soils; and
Playground surfacing.

Everything you need is on-line:
For further inform

ation, the B
uyers G

uide for R
ecycled

O
rganics Products package, the H

ow
 to U

se R
ecycled

O
rganics Products package, and Product Selector are

online to help you find the right RO
 product for your needs!

http://www.recycledorganics.com

Buyers Guide for
Quality Recycled

Organics Products
How to identify the best
 product for your needs

The 4 B’s of recycled organics
W

hen buying recycled organics products:
B

uy quality,
    B

uy fit-for-purpose,
         B

uy m
axim

um
 R

O
 content, and

             B
uy local.

Follow
 these 4 B

’s to realise value for m
oney, m

axim
ise

environm
ental benefits and to avoid risks associated w

ith
the inappropriate use of recycled organics product use.

Freecall: 1800 225 587
http://www.resource.nsw.gov.au

Recycled Organics Unit
http://www.recycledorganics.com



How to Buy Quality Recycled Organics
W

hy buy quality?
A

s a consum
er, it is im

portant to differentiate betw
een

high and low
 quality products,  and to select the right

product for your intended use.

Q
uality products:

☺
Provide reliable perform

ance;

☺
A

re free from
 w

eed seeds &
 plant disease;

☺
H

ave product labelling w
hich helps identify the right

product for your needs.

Q
uality recycled organics products have been properly

pasteurised. Pasteurisation involves com
posting all

m
aterials at tem

peratures that destroy seeds and plant
and anim

al disease organism
s that m

ay have been
present in the original organic m

aterials.

How to identify quality
For bagged products and sm

all orders, the surest option
is to choose A

ustralian Standards certified products,
look for the logo below

.

For large orders, choosing quality products is as easy
as 1, 2, 3!  B

eyond this it’s buyer bew
are!

1. Certified products
C

ertified product labels assure us that a
product m

eets the relevant A
ustralian

Standard, and has been effectively
pasteurised. Certified products provide us
w

ith the highest level of confidence in
quality.

Certified products also have labelling that
identifies the relevant A

ustralian Standards product
category. This helps us to select the correct type of
product for our intended use.

2. Quality endorsed com
panies

C
hoose products from

 quality endorsed
com

panies that provide batch test
certificates (see below

). Such products
provide us w

ith the second highest level
of confidence in product quality.

3. Batch test certificate
C

hoose products from
 suppliers that provide laboratory

test certificates w
hich assess the current batch of

product against the relevant A
ustralian Standard. Such

batch test certificates should state that the product
conform

s w
ith all the requirem

ents of the relevant
standard.

B
atch test certificates also identify the A

ustralian
Standard product category. This helps us to select the
correct type of product for our intended use.

D
ate sam

ple received:
01/03/99

Sam
ple identification:

1109-1999
Sam

ple condition:
C

om
post, m

oist (fresh, as required)
Client:

M
r John C

itizen
Q

uality C
om

post Products Pty. Ltd.
101 Thine R

d
Tim

ber  N
SW

 0101
Test(s) required:

B
asic nutrient assessm

ent
Product com

pliance requirem
ents:

C
om

posted soil conditioner
Testing m

ethodology:
A

ustralian Standard A
S 4454-1999

TEST
U

N
IT

       R
E

SU
LT

Laboratory Services
A

B
N

 000 000 000
Specialising in the Analysis of C

om
posts and Products C

ontaining
Recycled O

rganics

12 K
ing  St

Tel:
(02) 0000 1111

Travell  N
SW

 1111
Fax:

(02) 0000 0111

Laboratory Services is a N
ATA

 accredited laboratory
T

E
ST

 R
E

PO
R

T: Soil conditioner com
pliance to A

S 4454-

Buy fit-for-purpose
A

s consum
ers, w

e need to identify and use the right
tool for the job. The right R

O
 product w

ill provide a
range of benefits to soil and plants.  The w

rong product
could have negative effects on plant health. U

se our
on-line Product Selector to find the right product for
you. 

It’s 
available 

right 
now

 
at:

 http://w
w

w
.recycledorganics.com

Recycled organics content
Look for products containing a high percentage of
recycled organics content.  This m

eans you get m
ore

organic m
atter for your m

oney to im
prove the health of

your soils and your garden.

Buy local!
RO

 products are m
anufactured in m

any areas from
 local

m
aterials. W

hen w
e buy R

O
 products that are m

ade
from

 local resources, w
e reduce environm

ental im
pacts

and support both our local econom
y and local

em
ploym

ent opportunities.

Buyer beware!
It is im

portant for consum
ers to realise the potential

risks associated w
ith the inappropriate use of recycled

organics products. U
se the Buyers G

uide to avoid risks
associated w

ith:
/

C
onfusing labelling

/
Incorrect product selection

/
Inappropriate application

/
Poor quality products

/
Im

m
ature products

Value for m
oney!

W
hen R

O
 products are used correctly, significant

savings can be achieved from
 healthier gardens, reduced

fertiliser and herbicide use, and reduced garden
m

aintenance and m
anagem

ent requirem
ents.


